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of the Falco lagopus: he also communicated the fact, that the 
bird lived at least an hour after it had received a shot through 
the ventricles of the heart, allowing the escape of blood; which 
fact was certain from the kind of shot perforating the heart 
being of that size used at the first fire only ; the bird being 
brought to the ground by a subsequent discharge. 

Dr. Goddard also made some remarks upon the anatomy 
of this membrane, and the uses to which it is adapted. 



STATED MEETING, March 9. 
Mr. Lukens in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

Thalassidroma Wilsonii; Stormy Petrel: from the Pacific 
Ocean. — From Mr. J. K. Townsend. 

A series of beautifully mounted water-birds, with the case con- 
taining them, was presented by Dr. George C. Leib ; viz. : 
Anas clypeata ; Anas domestica ; Anas acuta ; Anas Amer- 
icana, (males,) from New Jersey ; Anas discors, (female) 
Pennsylvania ; Anas crecca, (male and female) New Jer- 
sey; Fuligula Mollissima, (male and female) Massachu- 
setts; Fuligula rubida, (young male) Pennsylvania; Fuli- 
gula valisneria, Fuligula albeola, Fuligula glacialis, Fuli- 
gula marila, Anas stepera, Fuligula clangula, Uria Brunni- 
chii, Larus argentatus and Fuligula Farina, (males) all from 
New Jersey. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Six Nos. (91 to 96) of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, for 1839— July to December.— From the Society. 

American Journal of Sciences and Arts, conducted by Benja- 
min Silliman, M. D. L.L.D., &c. &c, aided by Benjamin 
Silliman, Jr. A. M. Vol. XL. No. 1. January, 1841.— In 
exchange for the Journal of the Academy. 

Report of the Commissioners for the exploration and survey 
of the North-eastern Boundary. Printed by order of the 



26th Congress, Washington, D. C, February 9, 1841. — 
From Major Graham, U. S. Topog. Eng. 
Five copies of the Constitution and By-laws of the National 
Institution for the Promotion of Science, established at 
Washington, May, 1840.— From Col. J. J. Abert, U. S. 
Top. Eng. 

Verbal Communications. — Dr. Chaloner stated that Col. 
Abert of Washington, had in his cabinet a specimen of An- 
thracite Coal, in the Rhombic form, of unusual size, which 
had been obtained from France, and appears to sustain the 
mineral origin of coal. 

Prof. W. R. Johnson, remarked, that he had in his collec- 
tion specimens of Anthracite Coal in the forms of rhombs and 
cubes. 

Business by Special Resolution. — Prof. Johnson offered the 
following resolution, and which was unanimously adopted : 
Resolved, that the thanks of the Academy be presented to 
Dr. George C. Leib, for the elegant and valuable collection 
of specimens in Ornithology, together with the accompanying 
case, which have been this evening presented to the Society. 



STATED MEETING, March 16. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

donations to the museum. 

A collection of Fossils — seven specimens — from the Desert of 
Atacama, south of Peru, with three specimens of rocks from 
the adjacent islands, and another from the summit of the 
Andes. The fossils appear to belong to the Newer Pliocene, 
and consist of shells which are identical with existing spe- 
cies, and especially the Pecten purpuratus. — Presented by 
J. Frampton Watson, Esq. 

donations to the library. 

Dissertations relating to the Antiquities, Arts and Sciences of 
Asia. By Sir William Jones and others. 8vo. 1793. — Pre- 
sented by Dr. Morton. 



